Advance directives.
Advance directives concerning treatment have been firmly established in our society. Reactions to them, however, are varied, especially when the health care provider possesses a different belief about the care, or non-provision of care, in a particular situation. It is important for the neuroscience nurse to be in touch with thoughts and feelings concerning a patient's treatment choice, and, when necessary, to seek input and support about those concerns. Clearly, if the nurse cannot carry out the patient's wishes, the nurse can use applicable state law provisions supported by the Patient Self-Determination Act, and request not to participate in the care of that patient. If, however, the neuroscience nurse does provide care, ethically and legally it must be done in accordance with the patient's expressed choices.